DEEPENING DIFFICULTIES          W

and educational authorities all over the land were having?
anxious times. In the Central Hindu College itself, besides-
the political difficulties, there was a protest amongst the-
students against the dogmas of the ancient faith that were
taught to us. I was among the greatest critics and sceptics.
despite the fact that I got almost cent per cent marks in the
examinations in ' religion >S2S. Mr. Arundale was very deeply
devoted to Mrs. Besant, and his anxiety was great at my
being so {t irreligious." This anxiety was shared by others,.
and Mr. P. K. Telang was reported to have said : <( Irrever-
ence will make a moral wreck of Sri Prakasa ". Mr. Telang
was one of the finest gentleman one could think of. He-
was great both at books and at games, and became one of
the most popular figures in the College.

It will always be a matter of deep regret to me that, long'
years afterwards, because of differing loyalties to political
parties, I had to take a strong stand against him in election'
to the provincial legislature. The contest was hot, and the
Congress candidate, whom I was sponsoring, won in the end.
I believe this had a very bad effect on the mind of
Mr. Telang. I do not know why that should have been so.
I have myself lost elections and have continued to thrive
after that. I believe his was a very delicate nature, and it
was hurt more easily. He felt that his services were not
appreciated by Benares. Some years later he died. Serious
physical illness followed the mental upsettal after failure at
that election. I have reason to know that Mrs. Besant was
also deeply hurt. Domestic worries also intervened, and he
passed away prematurely, to the great sorrow of those who'
knew him. I felt sorry to have acted against elders to whom.